
NGC News 

Revised Services and Fees for 2015 NGC Submissions 

Among the revisions to NGC services and fees, there have been no 
fee increases for US and worid coins, and oniy modest fee increases 
to a few Ancients tiers. 

Read this article... 

NCS Announces Changes to 2015 Conservation Services 

NCS has announced that it will expand the range of coins eligible for 
the discounted NCS Modern Conservation with NGC Grading tier. 
Read this article... 

NGC Now Attributing Early US Goid Varieties 

All pre-1834 issues are eligible to receive BD varieties under NGC's 
VarietyPlus service. 

Read this article... 

NGC 2015 Silver Eagle Submissions Update 

NGC has decided not to implement its 2015 Silver Eagles Express 
Purchase Program. There will be no change in policy from prior years. 
Read this article... 

NGC Registry News 

As 2014 comes to a close, so does another banner year for the NGC 
Registry Awards. Stay tuned for the announcements of the 2014 
winners on January 9. 

Read this article... 

On-site NGC Grading at the 2015 FUN Show 

Stop by the NGC booth (#1617) to drop off your submissions for on¬ 
site grading and encapsulation. 

Read this article... 

Pawn Stars Casting at NGC FUN Show Booth 

The Pawn Stars casting team and Rick Harrison, star of the History 
Channel series, will be at the NGC booth January 9 to evaluate 
potential items for the show. 

Read this article... 

Expert to Consult at NGC Booth 

Renowned numismatist Mark Salzberg will offer free collector 
consultations at the NGC tables during the FUN Show in January. 
Read this article... 

NGC Ancients: Strike Quaiity Varies on Ancient Coins 

The centering, evenness and strength of the strike can dramatically 
affect the appearance of an ancient coin. 

Read this article... 
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Counterfeit Detection: 1891 Double Eagie 

NGC graders identified an 1891-S Doubie Eagie with a removed 
mintmark. Because most aiterations involve added, not removed, 
mintmarks, this coin might easily fool unsuspecting collectors. 

Read this article... 

USA Coin Album: Distinguishing Early Proof Coins - A 
Biend of Science and Intuition (Part 2) 

In most instances, vintage proofs will be fully struck and reveal every 
subtlety of the dies. These include the finest irregularities that are 
never evident in currency strikes. 

Read this article... 

Worid Coins: 1958 Worid's Fair 

The Belgium 1958 Silver 50 Francs was issued to commemorate the 
World's Fair. 

Read this article... 

From the NGC Archives: 1869 Silver Pattern Proof Dime J- 
696, P-775 

Pattern coins are produced by nearly every one of the worlds mints. 
They are tests of a new denomination, design or composition, and 
such pieces are typically coined in very small numbers. 

Read this article... 

Chinese Coins: The World Is Listening 

By Peter Anthony 

Numismatic education and research does makes a difference. 

Read this article... 

impressive Rockaway Coiiection at NYiNC 

The Rockaway Collection of German Crowns and Talers Is expected 
to draw attention at the Stack's Bowers Galleries NYINC auction, 
January 9-10 and 12, 2015. 

Read this article... 

iAG and Strand to Auction Benchmark Collection 

The NGC-certified Benchmark Collection is one of the world's greatest 
sets of Australian pre-decimal coins. The collection is scheduled for 
sale January 19, In a collaboration between International Auction 
Galleries and Strand Coins. 

Read this article... 

Heritage to Seii NGC-certified California Coiiection 

The coins of the California Collection were carefully chosen to 
represent the finest die engraving, strike and surface quality available 
within a given series, with an eye toward the truly iconic images that 
define the Ancient Greek world. 

Read this article... 
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Revised Services and Fees for 
2015 NGC Submissions 

Posted on 12/16/2014 


Among the revisions to NGC services and fees, there have been no fee increases 
for US and world coins, and only modest fee increases to a few Ancients tiers. 

Updated services and fees are effective December 15, 2014 for US and world 
coin submissions to NGC. NGC Ancients modifications become effective January 
1, 2015. 

Effective December 15, 2014 

The following modifications are being made to NGC services and grading tiers: 

• A Special Label/Releases service is being introduced and should be used 
when special labels and designation are requested. This service should be 
chosen in addition to the desired grading tier. This service should be 
selected in place of Modern Special, which has been discontinued. The 
label or designation requested must be noted in bold on the submission 
form. 


An updated submission form reflecting these changes is now available. All coins 
shipped to NGC after December 15, 2014, should be accompanied by the new 
submission form. The online submission form and fillable PDF submission form, 
accessible by Collectors Society members on the website, have been updated as 
well. Note: US and world coins must still be submitted on separate forms. 

Effective January 1, 2015 

The following changes are being made to NGC Ancients services and grading 
tiers: 


• Bulk Tier - Fee changed to $20 and maximum value changed to $300. 



• standard Tier - Fee changed to $40 with a 15 working day turnaround. 

• Rarities Tier - Fee changed to $200 and maximum value changed to 
$25,000. 

• Ultra Rarities Tier - Maximum value changed to over $25,000. 

• New Economy Tier - Fee is $25 for coins valued up to $300 with a 20 
working day turnaround. 

• New Double Thick Holder Service - For coins requiring double thick holders. 

An updated submission form reflecting these changes will be available soon. All 
coins shipped to NGC Ancients after January 1, 2015, should be accompanied by 
the new submission form. Afillable PDF submission form, accessible by 
Collectors Society members on the website, is also being updated. 

As always, we appreciate your business and we are committed to offering the 
highest level of service possible. If you have any questions, please contact NGC 
Customer Service at 1.866.NGC.COIN or service@NGCcoin.com. 
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NCS Announces Changes to 
2015 Conservation Services 

Posted on 12/16/2014 


NCS has announced that it will expand the range of coins eligible for the 
discounted NCS Modern Conservation with NGC Grading tier. 

NCS has renamed the Modern gold coin conservation 
with NGC Grading tier, now calling it “Modern 
Conservation with NGC Grading.” The fee is still $50 Numwnwitic conservation services 

per coin and includes both NCS conservation and NGC grading. NCS has also 
renamed the Modern non-gold conservation with NGC Grading tier to "Modern 
Value Conservation with NGC Grading." The fee for that tier is also unchanged at 
$27 per coin. 

All submissions received by NCS after January 1,2015, should be accompanied 
by the new submission form. Afillable PDF submission form, accessible by 
Collectors Society members on the website, is being updated as well. 

These changes will be posted to the Services and Fees schedule on 
NCScoin.com in January. 

As always, we appreciate your business and we are committed to offering the 
highest level of service possible. If you have any questions, please contact NCS 
Customer Service at 1.866.NCS.COIN or service@NCScoin.com. 

NCS and NGC are independent members of the Certified Collectibles Group. 



Articles List 




NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 



ebay 


SIXBID.COM 


MA© SHOPS 

Collector Online Mall 


View All > 


oo®o® 


®NCS’ ®PMG' ®CGC ®CCS' ®ASG‘ 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 




Sign In 



Join NGC 



NGC Now Attributing Early US 
Gold Varieties 


Posted on 12/10/2014 

All pre-1834 issues are eligible to receive BD varieties under NGC's VarietyPlus 
service. 

Expanding upon its role as a leader in variety attribution for United States coins, 
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation has added early federal gold coins to the many 
series that it will recognize comprehensively with variety attribution numbers. All 
quarter eagles, half eagles and eagles struck prior to the August 1, 1834 weight 
reduction may now be submitted to NGC under its VarietyPlus® Service to receive 
Bass-Dannreuther (BD) numbers. 



These early United States gold coins were a specialty of the late Harry W. Bass, 
Jr., and his variety studies in this field were published as a sylloge by his research 
foundation in 2001. Numismatist John W. Dannreuther then added the few 
varieties that Bass lacked to create a complete catalog of all die marriages titled 
Early U.S. Gold Coin Varieties. It is from this reference that early gold coins are 
now attributed by BD varieties. 

Submitters who wish to have their 1795-1834 United States gold coins attributed 



by BD numbers may do so by selecting NGC’s VarietyPlus option on the 
submission form. A fee of $15 is charged for this service in addition to the 
selected grading tier. For those dates having only a single die marriage, the BD 
variety is applied automatically at no additional fee. A complete listing of BD 
varieties, detailing those which require a fee and those that do not, may be found 
on the VarietyPlus webpage at NGCcoin.com. 
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NGC 2015 Silver Eagle 
Submissions Update 

Posted on 12/19/2014 


NGC has decided not to implement its 2015 Silver Eagles Express Purchase 
Program. There will be no change in policy from prior years. 

NGC has decided not to implement its 2015 Silver Eagles Express Purchase 
Program. There will be no change in policy from prior years. 

All submitters may submit bullion (MS) issue 2015 Silver Eagles through the Early 
Bird tier or higher (add $5 for the Early Releases or First Releases designation). 
Elite NGC Collectors Society members and NGC Authorized Dealers are eligible 
for bulk submission rates.. 


As always, turnaround times are expected to be delayed in January and February 
due to high submission volumes. 

Please contact NGC Customer Service at Service@NGCcoin.com or 1-800-NGC- 
COIN with any questions. For bulk submission rates, contact Scott Heller. 
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NGC Registry News 


Posted on 12/16/2014 


As 2014 comes to a close, so does another banner year for the NGC Registry 
Awards. Stay tuned for the announcements of the 2014 winners on January 9. 

We send a big thank you to all of you, our Collector Society participants, for 
making the NGC Registry the best and brightest showpiece for your numismatic 
treasures. 


2015 will be an exciting year of expansion as the NGC Registry continues to grow. 
Is there an NGC Registry set you have been waiting for? Look for new World 
Categories and a wealth of new NGC Registry World sets coming your way in 
2015. 


Check out the newest NGC Registry sets released just in the last month: 

US Sets 


• US: Dollars: Peace Dollars, 1921-1935, One Per Date 

• US: Half Dollars: Kennedy Half Dollars, Silver 4-Coin 50th Anniversary Set, 
2014, Complete 

• US: Dollars: New Orleans Morgan Dollars, 1879-1904, Circulation Issue 

World Sets 


• China - Panda: Silver Yuan Panda, 1983-1985, Proof 

• China - Panda: Silver 5Y (1/2 Ounce) Panda, 1993-1998, Mint State 

• China - Panda: Silver 5Y (1/2 Ounce) Panda, 1993-1998, Mint State 
(Including Varieties) 

• China - Panda: Silver 10Y Panda (27 Grams), 1983-1985, Proof 

• China - Panda: Silver 10Y Panda (1 Ounce), 1983-1999, Proof 

• China - Panda: Silver 10Y (1 Ounce) Panda, 1989-Date, Mint State 

• China - Commemorative: 1993 Gold Two Peacocks Set 



• China - Commemorative: 1995 Xu Beihong 100th Anniversary Set 

• China - Commemorative: 1996 Three Gorges Dam Set 

• China - Commemorative: 1998 Culture of Dragons Set 

• Great Britain - Proof Sets: 2006 Queen's 80th Birthday Silver Proof Set 

• Greece: Type Set, King George I, 1863-1913, Circulation Issue 

• Greece: Type Set, King Paul I, 1947-1965, Circulation Issue 

• Greece: 10 Lepta, 1954-1973, Circulation Issue 

• Greece: 20 Lepta, 1954-1973, Circulation Issue 

• Greece: 50 Lepta, 1954-1973, Circulation Issue, Including Varieties 

• Greece: Drachma, 1954-1973, Circulation Issue, Including Varieties 

• Greece: 2 Drachmai, 1954-1973, Circulation Issue, Including Varieties 

• Greece: 5 Drachmai, 1954-1973, Circulation Issue 

• Hong Kong (British Rule): Lunar Gold $1000, 1976-1987, Mint State 

• Hong Kong (British Rule): Lunar Gold $1000, 1976-1987, Proof 

• Italy: Silver 500 Lire, 1958-2001, Circulation Issue, Including Varieties 

• Malaysia: Sen, Bronze, 1967-1976, Circulation Issue 

• Malaysia: Sen, Copper Clad Steel, 1973-1988, Circulation Issue 

• Malaysia: 5 Sen, 1967-1988, Circulation Issue 

• Malaysia: 10 Sen, 1967-1988, Circulation Issue 

• Malaysia: 20 Sen, 1967-1988, Circulation Issue 

• Malaysia: 50 Sen, 1967-1988, Circulation Issue 

• Malaysia: Ringgit, Parliament House, 1971-1986, Circulation Issue 

• Mexico: Silver Peso, 1920-1945, Circulation Issue 

• Mexico: Silver 5 Pesos, 1947-1959, Circulation Issue 

• Mongolia: Mongo, 1937-1981, Circulation Issue 

• Mongolia: 2 Mongo, 1925-1981, Circulation Issue 

• Mongolia: 5 Mongo, 1925-1981, Circulation Issue 

• Mongolia: 10 Mongo, 1925-1981, Circulation Issue 

• Mongolia: 15 Mongo, 1925-1981, Circulation Issue 

• Mongolia: 20 Mongo, 1925-1981, Circulation Issue 

• Mongolia: 50 Mongo, 1925-1981, Circulation Issue 

• Mongolia: Tugrik, 1925-1988, Circulation Issue 

• Niue: Gold $25, 2014-Date, Proof 

• Spain: 25 Centimos, 1931-1937, Complete Circulation Issue 

Now that the 2014 awards deadline has passed, we have started to add the new 
slot requests we have had on hold. Do you own a certified coin that needs a slot 
in the Registry? If so, please shoot us an email, and let us know. We are happy to 
add it for you. 

If you don't see the set categories that interest you, drop us a note and let us 





know. Reach us by e-nnail at registry@NGCcoin.com. We look forward to seeing 
your coin collection in the 2014 NGC Registry competition. 
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On-site NGC Grading at the 
2015 FUN Show 

Posted on 12/17/2014 


Stop by the NGC booth (#1617) to drop off your submissions for on-site grading 
and encapsulation. 

NGC will offer on-site grading and encapsulation of US coins* at the FUN Show, 
in Orlando, FL from Thursday, January 8, 2015 to Friday, January 9, 2015 at 
12:00 p.m. Regular submissions will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
January 11. Cut off times may change due to submission volumes. NGC will 
be at booth 1617. 


Please read below for complete details on the services offered during the show. 

All coins certified or reholdered by NGC at shows receive the Scratch-Resistant 
EdgeView® Holder. 

On-Site Services include : 


Silver Dollar Tier 

$30 per coin 

Morgan and Peace Dollars valued at $500 and under (5- 

coin minimum). 


Coins must be in flips. 



Gold Special $50 per coin 

Gold coins valued at $3,000 and under (5-coin minimum). 


Value WalkThrough 

$65 per coin 

Coins valued at $1,500 and under. 



WalkThrough 

$100 per coin 

Coins valued from $1,501 to $100,000. 



Expedite WalkThrough $150 per coin 

Guaranteed four-hour turnaround, coins valued at 











$100,000 and under. 

Coins are returned within four hours or reguiar show 
pricing appiies. 



Unlimited Value WalkThrough $500 per coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued above $500,000. 


Show ReHoider $15 per coin 

A coin in a scratched, chipped or older-generation NGC 
holder is placed in a new Scratch-Resistant EdgeView 
Holder. 


NCS Crossover $10 per coin 

A coin in an NCS holder is NGC Details Graded. 


Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

Most coins submitted for on-site grading are returned within 24 to 48 hours, 
except for expedited services, which are completed within four hours. 

NGC Show Representatives will also be accepting submissions for all service 
levels to be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. These include World services. 
Ancient Coin Services, Early Bird, Economy, Bulk, Special Designations, PHOTO 
PROOF® and more! 

Special Note: 

• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 
returned to the NGC offices: Coins over 3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" 
(10 mm) in depth. West Point 2-coin set, San Francisco 2-coin Proof set. 
Coin & Currency sets, 25th Anniversary Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, 
Early Releases, American Liberty Series and 10th Anniversary Platinum 
Sets. These submissions must be sent directly to Sarasota, FL, by the 
submitter. 

• The $5 Crossover special does not apply for on-site grading. 

Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 
Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 






*Does not include 5-ounce coins. 


NGC is the official grading service of the ANA and PNG. 
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Pawn Stars Casting at NGC FUN 
Show Booth 


Posted on 12/16/2014 

The Pawn Stars casting team and Rick Harrison, star of the History Channel 
series, will be at the NGC booth January 9 to evaluate potential Items for the 
show. 

The Pawn Stars casting team will be at the Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 
(NGC) booth #1617 at the Florida United Numismatists (FUN) convention on 
Friday, January 9, from 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. Rick Harrison, the famous Pawn Star, will 
make a special appearance during the casting along with NGC grading experts 
including NGC Chairman Mark Salzberg. 

The Pawn Stars are always on the lookout for sellers of unique and interesting 
historical items. If you have a rare item that you want to sell or pawn, now could 
be your chance to have Rick, Corey or the Old Man assess your valuable items 
and make you an offer you can’t refuse! 

The Pawn Stars Casting Team will be at the NGC booth #1617 on Friday, January 
9, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. to evaluate potential items for the show. Sellers of all 
types of historical items are encouraged to come meet the casting producer. If you 
have coins, antiques, or any collectibles that you want to sell, then they want to 
meet you! 

Interested people should be sure to bring the item with any accompanying 
paperwork or provenance. An item sheet must be completed and brought to the 
casting. Download the form. 

Please note that the casting team will NOT be able to offer any appraisals. They 
will only be evaluating items to see if they are appropriate to appear on the show. 
If you and your item qualify and are selected, you could meet the Harrisons and 
be on an episode of Pawn Starsl 




stop by NGC booth #1617 for this exciting opportunity to be on one of television’s 
most popular shows! 
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Expert to Consult at NGC Booth 


Posted on 12/16/2014 

Renowned numismatist Mark Salzberg will offer free collector consultations at the 
NGC tables during the FUN Show In January. 

NGC will be offering free one-on-one consultations with a renowned numismatist 
at the NGC booth. He will be providing expert insights into a coin's grade and 
surface condition for up to three of your coins. Evaluations are limited to the times 
listed below on a first come, first serve basis. 


Mark Salzberg 



Thursday, January 8, 
2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 


Even just a few 
minutes with Mark 
Salzberg can change a 
collector’s perception 
of what factors are 


important in determining a coin’s grade and what makes 
a coin special. The legendary coin grader and chairman 
of NGC is the industry’s leading authority on 
professional coin certification, having personally graded 
nearly every significant collection and rarity to come to 
market in the past two decades. 

By examining your coins, he’ll help you understand why 
and how a coin’s grade is determined. He can explain 
why a grade already assigned to a coin is correct (or 
not!) or why a particular coin might be ineligible for 
certification. The goal of these consultations is to 







highlight what’s most important about grading the series 
that you collect, to help you build the best collection 
possible. 


Since time is limited, NGC requests that you have three coins pre-selected and 
ready for examination. Coins to be evaluated may be raw (uncertified) or certified 
and encapsulated. Please visit the NGC booth during the show with questions 
about these consultations and other services offered during the convention. 
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NGC Ancients: Strike Quality 
Varies on Ancient Coins 


Posted on 12/16/2014 

The centering, evenness and strength of the strike can dramatically affect the 
appearance of an ancient coin. 

To the best of our knowledge ancient coins were struck the old-fashioned way - 
hand-hammered between two dies. Thus, the quality of strikes is inconsistent. The 
degree of variability is often difficult to communicate with words alone, so when a 
group of silver tetrobols of Histiaea were submitted to NGC for grading, it was a 
perfect chance for us to gather some coins to illustrate different strike qualities. 

Histiaea was a Greek city on Euboea, a long island off the eastern shore mainland 
Greece, not far from Athens. During the 3rd and 2nd Centuries B.C. a large 
number of silver coins called tetrobols were struck at this city; they show on their 
obverse the head of a nymph or a maenad, and on their reverse a nymph seated 
on the stern of a ship. They were popular in Greece at the time, and today they 
are among the most affordable of all ancient Greek silver coins. 

The primary considerations for strike are centering, strength and evenness. 
However, other factors, including die state, striking cracks and planchet 
imperfections are also important. Since the quality of strike greatly affects the 
desirability and market value of ancient coins, all ancients graded by NGC since 
2008 (except those submitted on the economy-bulk tier), have a separate 
evaluation for strike quality on a scale of 1 to 5. 

The vast majority of ancient coins were struck without the use of a collar that 
would have kept the planchet in place. This allowed for the possibility—truly, the 
likelihood— that strikes were not be perfectly centered. The photograph of three 
Histiaea tetrobols shown below illustrates how much the centering varied, from 
near-perfect to significant misses. 



strike Centering 
Click image to enlarge. 


The two coins on the bottom row are about equally off center, though in different 
directions. This is also an important factor. The one to the left is considerably less 
desirable than the one on the right, even though they are both about equally off 
center. The fact is, people value certain parts of a design more than others, in this 
case being the facial features. 


Typically, one die used to strike an ancient coin was set into an “anvil” and the 
other had a variable position; sometimes it was hand-held and other times it was 
placed into a hinged mechanism. Though the latter arrangement increased the 
likelihood that dies were correctly aligned in relation to each other, without a collar 
it still could not assure that the planchet would be centered at the time of striking. 

Equally important are the evenness and the strength of the strike, both of which 
are independent of centering. Oftentimes the faces of the dies were not perfectly 
parallel to each other when a strike occurred; this meant the angle of impact was 
uneven, causing the strike to be stronger on one part of the planchet and weaker 
on another. 

The strength of the strike was dependent on how hard the hammer impacted the 
“hammer” die; the softer the strike, the softer the detail that was raised from the 
planchet. The photo below, again showing three Histiaea tetrobols, illustrates this 
perfectly. The top coin was sharply struck, whereas the two coins in the bottom 



row were struck weakly or were struck with dies in a worn state. It also may have 
been due to a combination of these factors, but this is impossible to prove. 



strike Strength 
Click image to enlarge. 


The coin at the lower left has a moderately soft strike, and the one on the lower 
right is soft enough as to appear blurry. None of this is due to wear, as all three 
had been subjected to a similar amount of wear before their burial. With these two 
photographs in mind, it’s easy to see how the quality of the strike affects the 
desirability of ancient coins, independent of other factors such as wear and 
surface quality. It also makes it clear why NGC Ancients has found it advisable to 
assign a separate rating for strike, as it is of paramount importance in establishing 
the market value of an ancient coin. 

Interested in reading more articles on Ancient coins? Click here 
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Counterfeit Detection: 1891 
Double Eagle 

Posted on 12/16/2014 


NGC graders identified an 1891-S Double Eagle with a removed mintmark. 
Because most alterations involve added, not removed, mintmarks, this coin might 
easily fool unsuspecting collectors. 

The California Gold Rush created an immediate need for a mint to turn the 
recovered gold dust and nuggets into spendable coins. A number of private mints 
were quickly started and these struck a variety of coins termed “Territorial Gold 
Pieces” by collectors. In 1852, Congress authorized the establishment of a US 
Branch Mint in California and two years later the San Francisco Mint opened for 
business. 


All denominations of gold coins—dollars to double eagles—were struck by the 
San Francisco Mint in its first year of operations. Mintages of the United States’ 
highest valued circulating coin, the $20 double eagle, were particularly significant 
at the San Francisco Mint and its production of this denomination outpaced all of 
the other mint locations nearly every year. 

In certain years, the San Francisco Mint struck significantly greater numbers of 
double eagles than the other mint facilities. For example, in 1891 the San 
Francisco Mint struck 1,288,125 double eagles, while the Philadelphia Mint 
produced a mere 1,390 specimens. 

This scenario presents an opportunity for a counterfeiter to remove the “S” 
mintmark from a genuine 1891-S Double Eagle to make it appear to be a 
Philadelphia 1891, which has no mintmark. This type of alteration can often be 
very deceptive because the coin was originally a genuine specimen and all of its 
features are correct except for the mintmark. 




Counterfeit 1891 Double Eagle 
Click images to enlarge. 


NGC graders identified an 1891-S Double Eagle with a removed mintmark in one 
submission. In this case, the alteration was fairly crude; a counterfeiter roughly 
scratched away the “S” mintmark. It is obvious that something was removed and 
anyone familiar with the location of the mintmark on a Liberty Head double eagle 
will know what was done. In fact, traces of the “S” can still be seen under 
magnification. 



Counterfeit 1891 Double Eagle Diagnostics 
Click images to enlarge. 


The value difference between an 1891 and an 1891-S is significant so it is no 
surprise that someone would attempt to alter an 1891-S. The large size of the 
mintmark on a Liberty Head Double Eagle, however, makes this type of alteration 
much more difficult. 


Most alterations involve added mintmarks, but it is important to remember that 
mintmarks are also sometimes removed, especially when it comes to US gold 
issues. While this piece is not particularly deceptive, it can fool collectors who may 
be unaccustomed to removed mintmark alterations. 


Interested in reading more articles on Counterfeit Detection? Click here. 
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USA Coin Album: 
Distinguishing Early Proof 
Coins - A Blend of Science and 
Intuition (Part 2) 

Posted on 12/16/2014 


In most instances, vintage proofs will be fully struck and reveal every subtlety of 
the dies. These include the finest irregularities that are never evident in currency 
strikes. 


In the past 30 years or so, the U. S. Mint’s proofs have 
been essentially flawless as made, their dies showing 
no lines, lumps or depressions. In 19th Century proofs, 
and even those coined for most of the 20th Century, 
there were almost always some imperfections. These 
might have been as subtle as faint erosion lines 
emanating from the coin’s center, what the Mint calls 
“starburst,” or it could be as obvious as sharp die 
polishing or filing lines. 

Some researchers have gone overboard in using 
various irregularities to claim that they are irrefutable evidence of a coin’s proof 
status. For example, the proof Buffalo nickels of 1913-16 typically reveal a fine die 
line on the reverse border from 7 to 9 o’clock, and some have claimed that the 
presence of this feature is by itself confirmation of proof striking. The problem is 
that this flaw was on the master hub used to create the master dies for each year 
and will transmit to any coin that is sharply struck enough to fully fill the die cavity. 
While few currency strikes are ever that sharp. I’ve seen some 1917 nickels that 
do show this distinctive line. These were most certainly not proofs, though hopeful 
owners have occasionally made such a claim. To date no USA coin dated 1917 
has been certified as proof by a major grading service, yet several pieces 








continue to make the rounds with letters of authentication from Walter Breen or 
other experts of a past generation. 

The Philadelphia Mint is known to have used the same working dies to strike both 
proofs and currency pieces, usually in that sequence. This practice has resulted in 
quite a problem for collectors in distinguishing proofs of the minor coins dated 
1877-89. This problem is particularly acute for the years 1877-81, as there are 
several issues that are quite rare as currency strikes. The proofs of these dates 
are actually more common and of lesser value. This resulted from a redundancy 
of minor coins which developed during the 1870s, since these coins has only 
limited legal tender value and could be refused by banks for deposit. Their coining 
for circulation thus slumped or was discontinued altogether, as with the nickels of 
1877-78. Unfortunately, this period of low mintages coincided with the nadir of 
quality control for the U. S. Mint’s proof coins. Many of the proofs from this period 
are dull and/or less than fully struck. At the same time, the small mintages of 
currency pieces were accomplished using the same dies, which still retained 
some of their brilliant polish. The result was a perfect storm in which less than fully 
brilliant and fully struck proofs are almost indistinguishable from the slightly 
prooflike currency pieces. Professional certification is an absolute requirement to 
sort this out, and even experienced graders can have a tough time with these 
coins. 

In my periodic role as an educator I’ve always emphasized that die diagnostics 
are the least reliable method of determining proof status, for the very reason that 
the same dies may have been used for both editions. I always ask my students to 
determine what the coiner’s intent was in producing each subject piece and use 
that as a guide in distinguishing between proof and non-proof coins. Even 
prooflike coins from retired proof dies will never have exactly the same surfaces 
as true proofs, as the planchets were not prepared for the proofing process. They 
lack the proper texture of a proof, which is something that’s almost impossible to 
describe in words. A collector has to see actual examples to learn the difference 
between real proofs and deceptive wannabes. It is quite risky to purchase raw 
those coins which are known to be deceptive by nature, such as the rare non¬ 
proof nickels dated 1880-81. Many of the certified proofs for these dates have 
been resubmitted multiple times by the same or different owners in an attempt to 
get the coveted MS designation. 

A more recent example of the U. S. Mint recycling its proof dies may be found in 
the Washington quarter series. Beginning in 1956, as the mintages of proof coins 
rose dramatically, the Philadelphia Mint no longer retired its proof dies when they 
became too worn for proof production. Instead, it simply put them into use coining 



currency pieces. This would have gone unnoticed by collectors had not a separate 
master hub been created years earlier for proof dies of the quarter dollar’s 
reverse. This hub had the letters ES of STATES clearly separated, while on the 
hub for currency pieces they almost touch. Currency coins struck from the retired 
proof dies will show this separation, and more often than not they will also display 
slightly prooflike or satiny fields as a residual effect of the polishing given to proof 
dies. Of course, the planchets for production coins were not polished in the same 
manner as proofs, so there is no difficulty in distinguishing the two editions, but 
these “Type B reverse” Philadelphia Mint quarters dated 1956-64 are highly 
sought by collectors. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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World Coins: 1958 World's Fair 


Posted on 12/16/2014 


The Belgium 1958 Silver 50 Francs was issued to commemorate the World's Fair. 

In the 19th and 20th centuries, World’s Fairs were a way for people and countries 
to display new technology, products, and concepts to visitors from around the 
world. In the days before the Internet, such fairs represented important events 
with global implications. The 1958 World’s Fair in Brussels, Belgium was an 
important event. Held in the days before modern commemorative coins, only one 
coin was made to commemorate the fair. 


The 1958 Brussels World’s Fair was the first major international expo held since 
World War II. The site chosen in northwest central Brussels, was the site for the 
1935 World’s Fair. In 1955, Belgium decided to reallocate funds for an 
independence celebration to the 1958 World’s Fair development and activities 
instead. The World’s Fair ran from April 17 to October 19, 1958, and featured 44 
participating countries while boasting an attendance of over 41 million people. 

Belgium built the well known Atomium statue for the World’s Fair. Designed by 
Andre Waterkeyn and architects Andre and Jean Polak, it is comprised of nine 
stainless steel spheres connected to form the shape of a unit cell of iron crystal. 
Today it still stands as a monument, much like the Eiffel Tower in Paris. 




By 1958, the Cold War was in full force. The USSR displayed a reproduction of 
Sputnik in a large building, which they folded up and returned to Russia after the 
Expo ended. The United States was later accused of stealing the Sputnik 
reproduction when it disappeared. 

In regards to numismatics, one coin was issued in 1958 to commemorate the 
World’s Fair. The Belgium 1958 Silver 50 Francs featured the portrait of King 
Baudouin of Belgium on the obverse and a view of two World’s Fair pavilions on 
the reverse. These coins come in two different languages, Flemish and French. 
They also come in both medal and coin alignments, which puts a set (including 
varieties) at four coins. The total mintage for all varieties is 858,000. The coins are 
still affordable today, with circulated pieces trading close to bullion price and 
uncirculated pieces (depending on the variety and grade) trading between $50 to 
several hundred dollars or more. 



Belgium 1958 Silver 50 Francs 
Left to Right: Coin Box; Obverse; Reverse 
Click images to enlarge. 

Today, the Expo grounds and the famous Atomium still exist in Brussels. It is often 









a tourist destination for people traveling through Brussels. What better way to 
remember it than with a coin issued and sold at the World’s Fair. 

Pictured below are the Expo sign and pavilions taken in 2012. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1869 
Silver Pattern Proof Dime J- 

696, P-775 

Posted on 12/16/2014 

Pattern coins are produced by nearly every one of the worlds mints. They are 
tests of a new denomination, design or composition, and such pieces are typically 
coined in very small numbers. 

When their mission has been completed, patterns are usually destroyed, though 
in the first century of the United States Mint many such pieces were actually 
offered for sale to collectors. 



In an attempt to restore silver coins to general circulation following the Civil War, 
Congress flirted with the idea of reducing their weight while maintaining their 
fineness. This pattern dime, coined in silver with reeded edge, is from that 
program, and it bears the legend STANDARD SILVER. The bust of Liberty is by 
James B. Longacre, and the reverse of this coin features intertwined boughs of 
olive and oak. A near gem, this beautiful pattern piece is entirely untoned. Its 
fields are fully brilliant, its devices gently frosted. A sharp strike and very clean 
surfaces complete this pretty picture. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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Chinese Coins: The World Is 
Listening 


Posted by Peter Anthony on 12/22/2014 


Numismatic education and research does makes a difference. 


What difference do coin clubs and societies make? Who cares about coin books? 
Is numismatic education important? Recent happenings in Macau shed some light 
on this. 


On November 30, 2014 an auction there included two newly minted Pandas, one 
2 oz. gold and a 2 oz. silver. Both were issued for the Macau Numismatic Society 
annual show. Both Pandas were coveted number ones. The gold has a tiny 
mintage of 10, but the silver’s mintage of 1,000 is not unusually low for a show 
issue. Before I get to the results of this Champion auction, let’s look at the events 
that surrounded the sale. 



To compliment and support the educational work of the Macau Numismatic 
Society, Champion sponsored two days of free symposiums. This was an 
extraordinary opportunity for collectors to meet and talk to many top experts on 
Asian numismatics. 

Some examples: PMG founder Rick Seltzer spoke about banknotes. Rocky Zhao, 






the artist of the 2011,2014, and 2015 Panda coins, gave an insider’s view of 
Panda Coin Design Concept. Yuan Shuiqing, Vice Chairman of the Xi’an 
Collection Society, examined The Record in China Currency History. J. C. Lee, a 
physicist who formed one of the great collections of Shanghai tokens, spoke 
about the past and future of the Otto Beh dies. King Chan, a scholar and a 
numismatist’s numismatist, offered advice on collecting China modern gold and 
silver coins. 

Among the many respected speakers was Robert Mish of Mish International 
Monetary Inc. Mr. Mish does not have as high of a public profile as some other 
coin dealers. He mostly does business within the industry, but within that sphere 
he is famous. Mr. Mish is universally admired and respected for his depth of 
thought and numismatic experience. He has been a strong advocate for Chinese 
coins for three decades. Both the 1987 Gold San Francisco Show Panda and the 
1988 Gold San Francisco Dragon were his projects. 

In his talk, Mr. Mish offered stories and insights into the development of show 
Pandas all the way from the 1984 Hong Kong Panda up to the most recent 
Singapore, Long Beach and Berlin Pandas. The presentation concluded with a 
discussion of the new Macau Pandas and their renowned artist, Yu Min. Yu Min 
was the designer of the first silver Panda in 1983 and has designed more modern 
Chinese coins than anyone else. He is a giant in the field. The outstanding 
artwork on the Macau Pandas is part of Mr. Yu’s legacy. 

The audience listened. When the number one Macau Pandas came up for sale, 
bidders from Macau, Singapore, Hong Kong, and China all vied to own these 
pieces of history. The gold medal brought $43,700 and the silver $24,500. 
Consistent with its commitment to improving and expanding appreciation for 
coins. Champion Auctions donated all proceeds from the sale of the two Pandas 
to the Macau Numismatic Society for educational programs and research. 

One additional thought on numismatic research. When I started collecting Panda 
coins I became frustrated by the paucity of available information on them. So I 
ended up doing my own study. Eventually I decided to share the results with other 
collectors and wrote. The Gold and Silver Panda Coin Buyer’s Guide. 

One of the curious aspects of book writing is that there is a period of time when 
only the author knows what’s in it. He, or she, exists in a sort of bubble where the 
contents seem like everyday facts, but they aren’t. Nobody else knows them and 
their significance is yet to be determined. 


It was with awe that I watched the prices of some Panda coins soar after the first 



edition of The Gold and Silver Panda Coin Buyer’s Guide was published. There 
were some coins that went up by ten times, or more. Interest in the coins 
increased and, based on what I’m told, so did the number of Panda collectors. 
The book has now been printed in four different editions. I was tremendously 
honored when China Financial Press, the same publisher used by China’s own 
mints, published a Chinese version. 

So the answer to whether numismatic education makes a difference is a 
resounding, yes! The next time you hear about a new coin book, or get a notice 
about a coin club program, pay attention. The world is listening and waiting. 

Peter Anthony is an expert on Chinese modern coins with a particular focus on 
Panda coins. He is an analyst for the NGC Chinese Modern Coin Price Guide as 
well as a consultant on Chinese modern coins. 
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Impressive Rockaway Collection 
atNYINC 


Posted on 12/16/2014 

The Rockaway Collection of German Crowns and Talers is expected to draw 
attention at the Stack's Bowers Galleries NYINC auction, January 9-10 and 12, 
2015. 

[IRVINE, Calif.] — Stack’s Bowers Galleries is proud to announce the sale of The 
Rockway Collection Part II as part of its New York International Numismatic 
Convention (NYINC) auction, held January 9-10 and 12, 2015. 

The collection consists of nearly 300 coins, primarily crowns and talers from 
Germany. A wide range of principalities, cities, states, duchies and bishoprics are 
represented. Among the coins are examples that are the finest certified for their 
respective types by the Numismatic Guaranty Corp. 

The collection was assembled over several decades, from the 1960 to the 1990s, 
and the collector’s fascination with history — particularly European, American and 
Chinese — led to the formation of several important collections. After the 
collector’s recent passing. Stack’s Bowers Galleries was contacted by his family, 
who worked with Vicken Yegparian, vice president of numismatics. “The collection 
came in with the coins in old paper envelopes,” said Yegparian. “After the 
consignment was written up, I realized that not only was the breadth of the 
collection impressive, but many of the coins were in superlative condition.” 

Richard Ponterio, executive vice president added, “Not since our offering of The 
John S. Davenport Collection has there been such an impressive array of German 
crowns and talers. We are honored to present this collection to the current 
generation of numismatists, and are certain the coins will attract spirited bidding.” 

“German coins are a very widely collected series,” noted Kent Ponterio, senior 
numismatist and consignment director at Stack’s Bowes Galleries. “The wonderful 
thing about this collection is that even with such an impressive assortment, the 




majority of the coins presented are within the budget of a large number of 
collectors. Large-size Mint State coins from the 17th and 18th centuries can be 
had for under a thousand dollars, in some cases. In addition, The Rockaway 
Collection also contains many important rarities, which will appeal to serious 
specialists of German coins.” 

Highlights include: 

• Very Rare Bavaria Taler, 1657. Dav-6097; KM-300. NGC MS 62. Finest 
certified. 

• Superbly Toned Brandenburg-Bayreuth Taler, 1671. Dav-6273: KM-80. NGC 
MS 65. Finest certified. 

• Very Rare Brandenburg-Bayreuth Taler, 1712-PPW SR. Dav-2031: KM-131. 
NGC MS 64. Beautiful and classic design. 

• Impressive Medallic Brunswick-Wolfenbuttel Taler, 1702. Dav-2931; KM- 
641; Welter-2073b. NGC MS 61. Very rare. Allegorical scenes depict 
political strife in Brunswick following death of Augustus the Younger. 

• Beautiful Eichstatt Taler, 1757-MF. Dav-2208: KM-75. Sede Vacante issue. 
NGC MS 67^. Absolute finest graded by NGC, by three points. 

• Very Rare Proof Frankfort 2 Gulden, 1849. Dav-645; KM-341.1. NGC Proof 
64. One of only 200 struck. 

• Exceptional Quality Fulda Taler, 1672. Dav-5316; KM-17. NGC MS 66. Very 
rare. Museum quality. 

• Prooflike Nurnberg Taler, 1711-GFN. Dav-2475: KM-275. NGC MS 64PL. 
Finest certified. 

• Museum Quality Prussia Taler, 1701-CS. Dav-2554a; KM-16. NGC MS 64. 
Rare, finest certified. 

• Rare Gem Saxony Albertine Line 2 Taler, 1733. Dav-2663; KM-872; Schnee- 
1023; Kahnt-620a. NGC MS 65. Struck to commemorate the death of 
Friedrich August I. 

• Well Struck and Lustrous Saxony Albertine Line Taler, 1696-IK. Dav-7653: 
KM-675; Schnee-987. NGC MS 64. Very Rare, struck to commemorate the 
birth of the Prince-Elector. Complex city view design. 

• Very Rare Commemorative Saxe-Weimar Taler, 1654. Dav-7545; KM-34; 
Schnee-404. NGC MS 63. Struck to commemorate the assumption of the 
Rectorship of Jena University by Duke Bernhard of Saxe-Weimar. 

• Rare and Desirable Trier Taler, 1715. Dav-2824: KM-218. NGC MS 64. 
Struck on the death of the Archbishop. 

• Very Rare Commemorative Proof Wurttemburg 3 Mark, 1916-F. KM-638. 
NGC Proof 63. Qne of the rarest silver minor coins of the era. 



For more information on this sale, or to request a catalog, contact a Stack’s 
Bowers Galleries associate at 800.458.4646 (West Coast), 800.566.2580 (East 
Coast), or email info@stacksbowers.com 

This is a guest articie. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 
author and are not necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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lAG and Strand to Auction 
Benchmark Collection 


Posted on 12/16/2014 

The NGC-certified Benchmark Collection is one of the world's greatest sets of 
Australian pre-decimal coins. The collection is scheduled for sale January 19, in a 
collaboration between International Auction Galleries and Strand Coins. 

In mid-January one of the great collections of Australian pre-decimal coins will be 
put up for sale. International Auction Galleries, in conjunction with Strand Coins, 
are to auction the renowned Benchmark Collection. 

The collection is arguably the most comprehensive ever assembled of top grade 
Australian pre-decimal coins. It has taken Mark Duff of Strand Coins over two 
decades of painstaking searching to complete. 

All major Australian collections to come on the market during this period have 
contributed items. As a result, the Benchmark Collection contains complete date 
sets of all denominations plus top grade examples of the majority of intentionally- 
struck mint varieties. The sheer quality is mind-boggling. 

All coins have been independently graded by the Numismatic Guaranty 
Corporation (NGC) and can be viewed on NGCcoin.com or in the Benchmark 
Catalogue at wwww.strandscoins.com 

Many of the most desired coin rarities of the Australian series occur among the 
bronze pennies and halfpennies. The Benchmark Collection is particularly strong 
in both categories. 

The top coin amongst the penny highlights must be the XF example of the super- 
rare English die 1930 Penny graded NGC XF 45 BN. This is the Daly coin certified 
by the Royal Australian Mint in 1976. It is the finest known of the three surviving 
examples of Australia’s rarest circulation coin. The corresponding Indian die 1930 




Penny also comes in at NGC XF 45 BN placing it equal second among the 
highest grades known for this variety. 

Other serious top-graded pennies include a 1921 English die (NGC MS 64 BN), a 
1924 Indian die (NGC MS 64 RB), a 1925 Penny (NGC MS 65 BN), and a 1927 
Indian die (NGC MS 64 BN). The example of a 1920 Penny lacking mintmarks is 
in NGC MS 65 RB. No higher grade is known for this type. 

Both the Sydney Mint dot-above-and-dot-below 1919 Penny in NGC AU 58 BN 
and the corresponding 1920 Penny in NGC MS 63 RB are extremely rare in such 
high grades. 

The completeness of the pennies is shown by an NGC AU 58 BN dot-above 1920, 
a dropped 1 Indian Die 1931 in NGC AU 55 BN, a 1933/2 overdate in NGC MS 65 
RB, a 1943 I struck with a long-denticle die in NGC MS 64 BN, and a scarce 
1946(M) K.G in NGC MS 64 RB. 

The halfpennies are headed by an uncirculated 1923 in MS 62 BN, the only 
example graded Mint State, closely followed by the Koschade example of the 
1916 mule graded NGC AU Details. The latter coin was discovered in the early 
1930s and shows a significant die clash. 

The 1939 ‘roo Halfpenny (NGC MS 65 BN) came from the Nugget Coombs 
collection. It is one of the few known in the high grade with both serifs on the base 
of the Y of HALFPENNY fully formed-the rare double-footed variety. 

For small silver coins the Australian threepences are a delight. They are among 
the very best known. Typical is the 1942(M) coin that is the hardest to find in top 
grade of all World War II struck Aussie coins. That in the collection is remarkable 
in achieving NGC MS 64. 

Both threepenny overdates are exceptional: 1922/1 in NGC AU 58 and the 1934/3 
in NGC MS 66. 

Among the sixpences the 1916 stands out with its NGC MS 68 rating. It is the top 
coin to be so graded with this date. Two 1926 Sixpences illustrate both known 
date styles that differ as to whether a pronounced serif is present on the tail of the 
2 in the date. That with the serif is by far the rare. The example in the collection 
(NGC MS 64) is believed to be the only one of this type to be independently third- 
party graded. 

Many of the shillings in the collection come from the Jerome Remick sale. Of 
these the 1911 date (NGC MS 65) is the second best graded, the 1918 (NGC MS 



66) is the equal finest known, while the 1922 is a splendid NGC MS 66. 


Other top shillings include both 1915 types. Both grade NGC MS 65. The London 
strike is considered the finest known. The 1915H is a superior coin and would be 
difficult to surpass. 

The quality of the George V florins typifies the Benchmark Collection’s excellence. 
These grade from NGC MS 64 to MS 67. Twenty-one of the twenty-five coins are 
the top examples known of their dates. Of these, the 1923 coin, NGC MS 67, was 
the pick of the Baldwin hoard. It currently holds the mantle as the finest surviving 
George V florin. 

The reverse of the 1934-5 Melbourne Centenary Florin is remarkable in having 
wreath, hand and nipple all sharply defined-as the designer intended. Few of 
these coins in collections show even a trace of a nipple. Any that do, command a 
significant premium at auction. This coin is not only a superb strike but its NGC 
MS 65 grading provides a double-whammy. 

And, of course, both crowns are included. The 1937 comes in NGC MS 65, the 
1938 NGC MS 62. 

The Live Online Auction will be held on January 19, 2015. Complete details and 
images will be posted on the lAG website. All enquiries and requests for 
catalogues can be addressed to: International Auction Galleries, P.O. Box 1380 
Broadbeach, Queensland 4218, Australia; ph: +617 55 380 300; fax: +617 5538 
7296; email: iagmail@optusnet.com.au 

View the Benchmark Gallery on NGCcoin.com. 
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Heritage to Sell NGC-certified 
California Collection 


Posted on 12/16/2014 

The coins of the California Collection were carefully chosen to represent the finest 
die engraving, strike and surface quality available within a given series, with an 
eye toward the truly iconic images that define the Ancient Greek world. 

Heritage is very pleased to present The California Collection, a remarkable survey 
of Ancient Greek numismatics in 138 astounding coins. The collection is the work 
of a Southern California gentleman whose long-time love of history, great art, 
land, nature and architecture found perfect expression in the magnificent coins of 
the Hellenic world. All of the coins have been graded by NGC. 

To quote the Collector: “The draw for me was the mix of the sheer beauty of 
Ancient Greek coins and that they were visual documentation of aspects of some 
of the earliest eras of western civilization. The actual collecting was less a 
gathering of objects than it was a type of an education in the evolution of 
aesthetics through a seminal period in history, as well as a refresher course in 
Archaic, Classical and Hellenistic Greek history.” He adds that one of his 
inspirations was the legendary pictorial book Greek Coins by Colin Kraay and Max 
Hirmer (H.N. Abrams, 1966). 

Within the general sphere of Greek numismatics, the California Collection has four 
primary components corresponding to eras and geographical regions: 

• The early origins of coinage in Asia Minor circa 650-500 BC. This mainly 
electrum coinage includes the first true coins, struck in Lydia and Ionia. 

• The coinage of Magna Graecia, mainly Italy and Sicily, in the Archaic and 
Classical eras. These include the remarkable early coins of Sybaris, 
Metapontum and Croton, pre-500 BC, featuring the highly unusual raised / 
incuse fabric unique to this region and era; also, the incredible Classical 



coinage of Greek Sicily brought forth by master engravers who actually 
signed their creations, culminating in the magnificent silver decadrachms of 
Syracuse, circa 400 BC. 

• The historically important coinages of Central Greece of the Archaic, 
Classical and Hellenistic eras, including the famous Athenian “owl” coinage 
in all its phases, as well as the city-states of Corinth, Thebes, and the 
various league coinages prevalent in the fourth century BC. 

• Finally, the astounding portraiture of the Hellenistic Kingdoms, starting with 
the Macedonian coinage of Philip II and Alexander III the Great, reaching its 
pinnacle with the coinage of the Ptolemaic and Seleucid Kingdoms, and 
concluding with the magnificent sculptural portraits of the mysterious Greco- 
Bactrian kings of the second century BC. 

The coins of the California Collection were carefully chosen to represent the finest 
die engraving, strike, and surface quality available within a given series, with an 
eye toward the truly iconic images that define the Ancient Greek world. Coins 
were obtained via the route of public auction and private treaty sale, favoring 
coins with established provenance, and always dealing with reputable dealers 
known for their knowledge and appreciation of quality. 

Within this catalog, the California Collection is presented in two sections 
corresponding with upcoming sessions in Heritage’s New York International 
Numismatic Convention auction on January 5, 2015. Signature Coins will be 
presented for sale the morning of Monday, January 5; Platinum Night Coins, 
comprising the most significant pieces in the collection, will reach the block the 
same evening. 

Heritage is very fortunate to have been able to work closely with this gentlemen in 
his pursuit, and is grateful to have been chosen as the vehicle to bring this phase 
of the project to market. 

View the NGC-certified California Collection on the Heritage Auctions website, 
HA.com. 

Highlights: 

Facing head tetradrachm of Catana. Signed by the die engraver Choirion. NGC 
Choice VF, Strike: 5/5, Surface: 2/5. Edge Marks. 


Extremely high grade and well-struck early Archaic Athenian tetradrachm. You 


rarely see them like this with the full crest on the helmet of Athena. NGC Choice 
XF, Strike: 5/5, Surface: 4/5. 


Attractive Syracuse decadrachm signed by Euainetos. NGC XF^, Strike: 5/5, 
Surface: 5/5, Fine Style. 

One of the finest Acanthus tetradrachms in existence. Well-centered on a large 
flan with essentially no wear. NGC Choice AU^, Strike: 5/5, Surface: 5/5, Fine 
Style. 

Acragas tetradrachm in very high grade. Well-centered and with great eye appeal. 
NGC AU^, Strike: 5/5, Surface: 5/5, Fine Style. 

Catena tetradrachm. Rare and high-grade, and struck on a large flan. NGC 
Choice AU^, Strike: 5/5, Surface: 4/5, Fine Style, Overstruck. 

This is a guest articie. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 
author and are not necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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